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Week 13

Putting Things In Perspective
Love
2 Peter 1:1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal
standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2 May grace and peace be multiplied
to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain
to life and Godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,4 by which he
has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very
reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with
self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with Godliness, 7 and Godliness with brotherly
affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you
from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities
is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore,
brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will
never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of: our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Love – Agape
❖ affection, good will, love, benevolence, brotherly love
❖ love feasts
❖ Agape is a Greco-Christian term referring to love, "the highest form of love, charity" and "the love of
God for man and of man for God". (Wikipedia)

❖ In the New Testament, the fatherly love of God for humans, as well as the human reciprocal
love for God. The term necessarily extends to the love of one’s fellow man. The Church Fathers
used agape to designate both a rite (using bread and wine) and a meal of fellowship to which
the poor were invited. The historical relationship between the agape, the Lord’s Supper, and
the Eucharist is still uncertain. Some scholars believe the agape was a form of the Lord’s
Supper and the Eucharist the sacramental aspect of that celebration. Others interpret agape as
a fellowship meal held in imitation of gatherings attended by Jesus and his disciples; the
Eucharist is believed to have been joined to this meal later but eventually to have become
totally separated from it. (https://www.britannica.com/topic/agape)

1

Uses of Agape in Scripture
Matthew 24: 12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.
Luke 11:42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the
love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.
John 13: 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are
to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

How Do We “Love God”
Luke 10: 25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he answered,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do
this, and you will live.”
JP Moreland - “Love the Lord Your God With All You Mind”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiYtV79TPkQ

Apologetics❖ “To defend something … as in a court of law”
❖ “A ministry of giving reasons for believing in Christianity and responding to objections raised
against it.”
❖ “Primarily a ministry for helping people.”

2 Corinthians 10: 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For the
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey
Christ, 6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.

Matthew 22: 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment.

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G26&t=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15&version=ESV
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