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                                                                                                                                        Week 14 

 

 

 

Effective and Fruitful 

 

2 Peter 1:1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal 

standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2 May grace and peace be multiplied 

to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain 

to life and Godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,4 by which he 

has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very 

reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with 

self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with Godliness, 7 and Godliness with brotherly 

affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you 

from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these 

qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 

10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these 

qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 

kingdom of: our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

We are __________ to bear fruit! 
 

John 15: 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 

away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in 

me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

 

That is why we were originally __________!! 
 

❖ The earth was __________ to bear fruit: 

Genesis 1: 11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing 

fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 

vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 

according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third 

day. 
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❖ The sea and land animals were __________ to bear fruit: 

Genesis 1: 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the 

waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 

good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 

multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 

❖ Man was __________ to bear fruit: 

Genesis 1: 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”… 

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, 

and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves 

on the earth.” 

 

 

He __________ us and __________ us to bear fruit. 
 

John 15: 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the 

servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my 

Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 

name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

 

 

 

So, what __________ are we supposed to be effective and bearing fruit doing? 
 

Philemon 1: 4 I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love and of 

the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing of your faith 

may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7 For I have 

derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 

through you. 

 

 

❖ The fruit that we are suppose to bear is to __________ after our own kind. 

❖ What is our own __________? 
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What if no fruit is __________? 
 

Matthew 3: 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 

9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 

Matthew 7: 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous 

wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 

17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear 

bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

 

Because they (the __________) were not producing fruit Jesus pronounced judgement over them. 
 

Matthew 21: 33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence 

around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 

34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants 

took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than 

the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 

38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have 

his inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore the 

owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those 

wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their 

seasons.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous 

in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls 

on anyone, it will crush him.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 

perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared 

the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 

 

He had told this parable in the __________ of this passage. 

Matthew 21: 18 In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by 

the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come 

from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once. 
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Does God __________ look for fruit then destroy those not producing it? Or is there a __________? 

 

Luke 13: 6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on 

it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on 

this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, 

let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9 Then if it should bear fruit next 

year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

 

 

He has __________ us __________ to not be unfruitful and ineffective. 
 

2 Peter1:8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that 

he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 

 

❖ Faith + virtue + knowledge + self-control + steadfastness + Godliness  

+ brotherly affection + Love = effective and fruitful. 

❖ If we __________ one of these then we will not be as effective and fruitful. 

❖ And we must remain __________. 

 

 

Effective 
and 

Fruitful

Faith

Virtue

Knowledge

Self Control

Steadfastness

Godliness

Brotherly 
Affection

Love


